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Today’s introduction: 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of 

sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. 

Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 

seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture 

and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us 

forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
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************* 

PRELUDE                Karen Post, Organist 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           

  (Please stand as you are able) 

GATHERING SONG             “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”            LBW # 467             

APOSTOLIC GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

KYRIE                    LBW p. 57 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the feast…”             LBW p. 60 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                   
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 

from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING        1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 

presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” 

God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites 

are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as 

his own successor. 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for 

the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 

about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the 

wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and 

after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 

his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 
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voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone 

am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, 

“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall 

anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 

over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 

your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever 

escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed 

him.” 

The word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God.       

RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 85:8-13 

    8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to 

you. 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  

 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 

 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

  and shall prepare for God a pathway.   

SECOND READING       Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 

received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word 

creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 

indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring 

Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from 

the dead). 8 But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 

confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 
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believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For 

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”. 

The word of the Lord.                Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          “Alleluia…”       LBW p. 62 

GOSPEL       Matthew 14:22-33   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail 

despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the 

disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 

Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 

for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward 

them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 

and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 

frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON                         “When God Calls”                 Pr. John Heille 

HYMN OF THE DAY*        “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”               LBW # 334             

(Please stand as you are able) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

              

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONFESSION 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE                                                                                     
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OFFERING      
If you would like your cash offerings to be given to a specific congregation, please use 

the respective envelope found in the pew. Offerings given as checks will be given to 

the church written on the check and may also be placed in an envelope if desired.  

(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY              “Let the vineyards be fruitful”          LBW p. 66 

OFFERTORY  PRAYER  
Let us pray. Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 

first given us--our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                           LBW p. 68 

     PREFACE 

     SANCTUS   

     WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

     LORD’S PRAYER      LBW p. 71 

We welcome anyone who comes to meet Jesus present in this meal in the bread and 

wine to join us as guests at the Lord’s Supper. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are 

available. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS            “Lamb of God”      LBW p. 72 

                                             “One Bread, One Body”      WOV # 710 

                                             “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”      WOV # 731 

(Please stand as you are able) 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING    
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                                                                                        

SENDING SONG              “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”     WOV # 780 

POSTLUDE 
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************* 
Portions from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019406. 

*About the Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Savior, Pilot Me” (LBW # 334) Edward Hopper 

was a New York City pastor who ministered to sailors. The hymn has nautical 

metaphors (compares human existence to a fragile ship navigating a dangerous 

ocean), scriptural echoes (Christ calming the stormy Sea of Galilee and walking on 

water), and comfort in death (concludes with a peaceful view of the final shore, 

symbolizing heaven). 
AIOverview.com from sermonwriter.com 

PRAYERS 

We offer prayers of support, healing and comfort for those in our church families and 

communities who are ill, suffering, or coping with a loss.  Included are: the family of 

Mathew Krull; Sheryl Hanna, Katie Steinle, Matt Crone, Erv Tegtmeyer, Doris 

Haugland, Carole Tuecke, Mickie Hamilton, Jerry Harms, Lisa Tjaden, Avon Rurup; our 

folks in nursing homes; all active military, especially Seth Green; our Bishops Curry 

and Dalen; and all those impacted by wars, violence and natural disasters. 

**Welcome to everyone worshipping today: those attending in person, those 

attending the Care Center live-stream and anyone joining YouTube Iowa Lutherans.  

And a big Thank You to all those participating in worship services: organists, 

greeters, readers, communion preparers and servers, ushers and Care Center live-

streamers. 

PASTOR JOHN WILL BE GONE from Mon., Aug. 10th through Thurs., Aug. 13th. If 

you have an emergency please contact Pastor Zech Anderson at 507-459-1783. 

THIS WEEK at Parish 3:  

08/09/2026  10:00 AM Parish 3 council meeting in the overflow room 

08/10/2026-08/13/2026 Pastor John is away at a continuing education event 

08/16/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope 

THIS WEEK at Good Hope:  

Mon., Aug. 10-Thur., Aug.13   Pastor John is gone (Preaching Camp) 

Thurs., Aug. 13   9:15 AM    Morning Circle 

Sun., Aug. 16      9:00 AM    Worship at Good Hope 
 

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD: 

08/17/2026-8/21/2026 Church cleaning @ St. John’s (more info on next page) 

08/17/2026 7:00 PM Bible study @ The Barn 

08/20/2026   Deadline for Parish 3’s September/October newsletter 

08/23/2026 10:30 AM Outdoor worship @ St. John’s w/communion, picnic lunch 

follows. Bring a lawn chair or blanket for worship. The  

worship offering is normal (given to our respective  

churches as designated); proceeds from free-will picnic 

donations will be given to the 3 local food banks. 
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08/26/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Summit House in Britt 

08/30/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel w/communion & healing service 

08/31/2026   No Bible study 

09/05/2026  11:00 AM Elsie Planz funeral @ Immanuel 

09/06/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope, noisy offering 

**If anyone has tomatoes they would like to donate for the picnic on August 23, 

bring them to St. John’s on August 22.  Thanks.  

**St. John’s church cleaning is scheduled for the week of August 17-21. Group 1 

will clean the downstairs and Group 2 will clean the upstairs. There will be a cleaning 

list in each of the kitchens. Please mark off what you clean. 

**Both Good Hope and Parish 3 are collecting:  

Now is the time to buy school supplies for the school bags for 

Lutheran World Relief. Supplies are on sale in stores now! Money is 

always welcome to purchase items and the school bags. 70 sheet 

notebooks, blunt scissors, 12” (30 cm) metric rulers (inches on one 

side and centimeters on the other side), pencil sharpeners, 

unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, 2½ inch erasers, ballpoint 

pens and crayons (16 or 24 count) are needed for the bags. 

 

**The sign up sheet to host Coffee Fellowship at Good Hope is on the table in the 

back of the church. Please stop by and sign up to host a Sunday! 

 

**Big Steps Towards a Child Care in Titonka: 

There’s a clear and present need for childcare in the Woden and Titonka area.  Many 

parents in Titonka and Woden travel 20 miles, one way, to the nearest childcare 

provider with openings. There’s good news.  An anonymous $150,000 matching gift 

has been offered to help start We Care Childcare, a brand-new childcare center in 

Titonka.   

There are 2 months left to raise funds to be matched by this very generous gift.  

These funds will be used to secure a building and bring it up to code.  There are very 

specific state requirements for a building to be used as a childcare center.   

Please consider making a tax-deductible gift to the We Care Childcare in Titonka.  An 

account has been established at the NSB Bank in Titonka for these funds. 

Any questions?  Please contact We Care’s treasurer Kourtney Wiegmann 515-509-

4099. We Care Childcare is a 501c non-profit corporation that started to bring 

childcare to Titonka and the surrounding area. 

**Celebrating 75 years at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, August 22-23. Family fun, 

boating, archery, evening meal, brunch, worship, hog roast, pie auction. Check out all 

the details and RSVP at www.Okoboji.org/75. 

 


