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Today’s introduction:  
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink 

without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the 

eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share 

the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 

PRELUDE                 Nancy Beenken, Organist 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS    

  (Please stand as you are able) 

GATHERING SONG           “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”            ELW #843  

GREETING                  WOV p.46 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

Today’s responses: the “Season after Pentecost”             

SCRIPTURE SONG  “Salvation belongs to our God…”          WOV p.47 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                    

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies 

both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

WORD 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 55:1-5 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also 

promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that 

previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these 

nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 

1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 

  come to the waters; 

 and you who have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
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  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
    8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works.  

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 

 16 You open wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 17 You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works.  

 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 

  to all who call upon you faithfully. 

 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 

  you hear their cry and save them. 

 20 You watch over all those who love you, 

  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.    

HYMN – NOISY OFFERING            “O Christ the Same”                WOV # 778 

Your noisy offerings are donated to our area food pantries. Thank you for helping feed 

our neighbors. 

SECOND READING       Romans 9:1-5 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in 

God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include 

being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in 

worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 

Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 

that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and 

sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to 
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them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, 

who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  “Word of life…”                WOV p. 48 

GOSPEL       Matthew 14:13-21   Glory to you, O Lord. 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his 

compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is 

moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, 

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 

the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, 

“Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 

twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 

and children. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

(Please be seated) 

SERMON                        Rev. Dr. Michael Kroona 

HYMN OF THE DAY*            “We Come to the Hungry Feast”                 WOV # 766 

(Please stand as you are able) 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD                WOV p. 49 

PEACE                  WOV p. 50 

PRAYER 
 

OFFERING    
If you would like your cash offerings to be directed to a specific congregation, please 

use the respective envelope found on the back table. Offerings given as checks will be 

given to the church written on the check and may also be placed in an envelope if 

desired. 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY (the “Season after Pentecost”)  “Glory to you, God…”        WOV p. 50 

THE PRAYERS                                                                                 WOV p. 51 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                       WOV p. 52 

BLESSING            WOV p. 53 

DISMISSAL                WOV p. 53 

SENDING SONG                 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                 WOV # 754  

POSTLUDE 
Portions from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019406.  

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

*About the Hymn of the Day: “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  Ray Makeever wrote 

this hymn for a communion liturgy after hearing about the eucharist as a hungry feast— 

hungry for a word of peace, hungry for a world released from hungry people of every 

kind, and hungry that the hunger cease. It is not meditative prayer around the table. It 

is rather prophetic coming, which leads where the eucharist leads, to going from the 

table and doing on behalf of a hungry world. 
Copyright © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 

PRAYERS 
We offer prayers of healing and comfort for those in our church families and commun-

ities who are ill, suffering, or coping with a loss. Included in our prayers: Sheryl Hanna, 

Katie Steinle, Matt Crone, Erv Tegtmeyer, Doris Haugland, Mickie Hamilton, Jerry 

Harms, Lisa Tjaden, Avon Rurup; all active military, especially Seth Green; our folks in 

nursing homes; our Bishops Curry and Dalen; and all those impacted by wars, violence 

and natural disasters.  

**Welcome to everyone worshipping today: those attending in person, those 

attending the Care Center live-stream and those joining YouTube Iowa Lutherans. And a 

big Thank You to all those participating in worship services: organists, greeters, 

readers, ushers and Titonka Care Center live-streamers. A special thanks this 

morning to Rev. Dr. Mike Kroona for leading our worship today. 

**PASTOR JOHN will be gone from Mon., Aug. 3rd through Sat., Aug. 8th. If you have 

an emergency please contact Pastor Zech Anderson at 507-459-1783. 

THIS WEEK at Parish 3: 

08/03/2026-08/08/2026 Pastor John is on vacation 

08/09/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel w/communion 

        10:00 AM Parish 3 council meeting after worship @ Immanuel (notice 

this date/time/location change) 

  6:00 PM Youth Night @ Immanuel 
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THIS WEEK at Good Hope: 

Sun. Aug 9 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel w/communion 

6-8:00 PM Youth Night @ Immanuel (Games/S’mores) 
 
 

Looking a little further ahead: 

08/10/2026-08/13/2026 Pastor John is away at continuing education 

08/16/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope  

         10:00 AM Choir rehearsal @ Good Hope for August 23 worship 

08/17/2026 7:00 PM Bible Study @ The Barn 

08/17/2026-08/21/2026 Church cleaning @ St. John’s (more info below) 

08/20/2026   Deadline for the September/October Parish 3 newsletter 

08/23/2026 9:30 AM Choir rehearsal for worship 

         10:30 AM Outdoor worship @ St. John’s w/communion, picnic lunch 

follows. Bring a lawn chair or blanket for worship. The  

worship offering is normal (given to our respective  

churches as designated); proceeds from free-will picnic 

donations will be given to the 3 local food banks. 

08/26/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Summit House in Britt 

08/30/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel – healing service 

08/31/2026   Bible Study has been cancelled 

**St. John’s church cleaning is scheduled for the week of August 17-21. Group 1 will 

clean the downstairs and Group 2 will clean the upstairs. There will be a cleaning list in 

each of the kitchens. Please mark off what you clean. 

**Lutheran World Relief school bags – everyone is invited to gather school supplies 

which will be put in school bags and shipped overseas for students who do not have 

access to these items. Please drop off the supplies at St. John’s by September 7. The 

items needed are:  

   12” ruler w/centimeters     blunt or safety scissors 

   4 spiral notebooks (wide- or college-ruled)  2” eraser  

   5 black or blue pens (no gel pens)   pencil sharpener  

   5 unsharpened #2 pencils w/erasers   24 count crayons    

   cash donations are also welcome (direct those to Phyllis Schutjer) 

**Thank you so much for you donation of money, groceries or time to the Britt Area 

Food Bank. We operate completely on private donations, not government money, so all 

donations go toward the purchase of food and expenses. May God bless you for your 

generosity!    Don Friedlow, Britt Food Bank President 

**Celebrating 75 years at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, August 22-23. Family fun, 

boating, archery, evening meal, brunch, worship, hog roast, pie auction. Check out all 

the details and RSVP at www.Okoboji.org/75. 

**A memorial service for Elsie Planz will be 11:00 AM on Saturday, September 5 at 

Immanuel. Her online obituary is at www.watsonandsonsfh.com/obituaries/elsie-planz. 

Cards for her family may be sent to: Rebekah Smith, Box 390, Joaquin, TX 75954.  
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD HOPE: 

THE SIGN UP SHEET to host Coffee Fellowship is on the table in the back of 

the church at Good Hope. Please stop by and sign up to host a Sunday! 

NOW IS THE TIME to buy school supplies for the school bags 

for Lutheran World Relief. Supplies are on sale in stores now! Money is 

always welcome to purchase items and the school bags. 70 sheet 

notebooks, blunt scissors, 30 cm metric rulers (inches on one side and 

centimeters on the other side), pencil sharpeners, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, 

2½ inch erasers, ballpoint pens and crayons (16 or 24 count) are needed for the bags. 

CAROLE TUECKE is putting a choir together for the picnic at St. John’s on Sunday, 

August 23rd. There are two rehearsals scheduled, one on Sunday, August 16th following 

our worship service at Good Hope and the second one on Sunday morning, August 23rd 

at 9:30 a.m. with the worship service starting at 10:30 a.m.  
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Big steps towards a Childcare Center in Titonka 

 

There’s a clear and present need for childcare in the Woden and Titonka area.  Many 

parents in Titonka and Woden travel 20 miles, one way, to the nearest childcare provider 

with openings. There’s good news.  An anonymous $150,000 matching gift has been 

offered to help start We Care Childcare, a brand-new childcare center in Titonka.   

There are 2 months left to raise funds to be matched by this very generous gift.  

These funds will be used to secure a building and bring it up to code.  There are very 

specific state requirements for a building to be used as a childcare center.   

Please consider making a tax-deductible gift to the We Care Childcare in Titonka.  An 

account has been established at the NSB Bank in Titonka for these funds. 

Any questions?  

Please contact We Care’s treasurer Kourtney Wiegmann 515-509-4099. 

We Care Childcare is a 501c non-profit corporation that started to bring childcare to 

Titonka and the surrounding area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


