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Good Hope, Immanuel & St. John’s Lutheran Churches 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 26, 2026 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Prelude & Meditation               

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome &Announcements 

*Opening Hymn                 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                #250 

*Greeting                                                                                           page 57                       

*Kyrie                                                                                                   page 57                                                             

*Hymn of Praise                         “This is the feast….”                        page 60 

*Prayer of the Day                   (unison) 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 

Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your 

Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes 

from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

First Reading                                                                             1 Kings 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown 

great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked 

before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have 

given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 

only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 

servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people 

so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, 

therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, 
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“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. 

Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 

before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm                                                                                  Psalm 119:129-136 
129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

  130 When your word is opened it gives light; it gives           

          understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 

  132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those 

  who love your name.  
133 Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

  134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your 

  commandments. 
135 Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 

  136 My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your 

  teaching.  

 

Second Reading                                                                      Romans 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as 

we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for 

words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom 

he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 

and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then are we to say 

about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
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withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with 

him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who 

died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who 

also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or 

sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we 

are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation                        “Alleluia…”                               page 62 

*Holy Gospel                                                           Matthew 13:31-33; 44-52 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it 

is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 

shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 

in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 

like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until  

all of it was leavened.”  
              

 44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search 

of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 

thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they 

drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
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bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 

separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you 

understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 

is new and what is old.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.                                             

 

Children’s Sermon   

Sermon                                          

Hymn of the Day                     “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                     #458 

*Apostles’ Creed                                                                                  page 65 

*Prayers 

*Exchange of Peace      

Offering                           (Envelopes in the back of the church)  

*Offertory                                 “Let the vineyards…”                         page 66 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                                  page 67 

*The Great Thanksgiving                                                                     page 68 

*Preface 

*The Words of Institution 

*Lord’s Prayer                 

*Distribution                             “Lamb of God…”                               page 72 

 (#554, #557) 

*The Post Communion Prayer                                                              page 74 

*Blessing                                                                                               page 76 

*Sending 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*The Hymn                              “Be Thou My Vision”                    WOV #776 

*The Postlude                       

 *Congregation stand if you are able 
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WELCOME to each one who has joined us in worship this morning. Today 

we celebrate Holy Communion. All who trust in Christ as their Savior from 

sin and death and who believe in the real presence of Christ in the 

Sacrament are invited to partake. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are 

available upon request. 

 

THE OFFERING TODAY is for Benevolence. The offering next Sunday 

is for current expenses.  

 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD HOPE 

Today           10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

Sun., Aug. 2   9:00 a.m. Summer Worship at St. John’s/ 

      Noisy Offering 

 

NOW IS THE TIME to buy school supplies for the 

school bags for Lutheran World Relief. Supplies are on 

sale in stores now! Money is always welcome to purchase 

items and the school bags. 70 sheet notebooks, blunt 

scissors, 30 cm metric rulers (inches on one side and 

centimeters on the other side), pencil sharpeners, unsharpened #2 pencils 

with erasers, 2½ inch erasers, ballpoint pens and crayons (16 or 24 count) 

are needed for the bags. 

 

THE SIGN UP SHEET to host Coffee Fellowship is on the table 

in the back of the church. Please stop by and sign up if you would 

like to host a Sunday! 
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PARISH THREE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF School bags – everyone is invited to 

gather school supplies which will be put in school bags and shipped overseas 

for students who do not have access to these items. Please drop off the 

supplies at St. John’s by September 7. The items needed are:  

    

   12” ruler w/centimeters     blunt or safety scissors 

   4 spiral notebooks (wide- or college-ruled)  2” eraser  

   5 black or blue pens (no gel pens)   pencil sharpener  

   5 unsharpened #2 pencils w/erasers   24 count crayons    

   

 Cash donations are also welcome (direct those to Phyllis Schutjer) 

 

INGHAM OKOBOJI’S 39th Annual camp fundraiser will be held Friday, 

July 31 (quilt preview, Scandinavian feast, Glenn Henrikson Concert) – Sat., 

August 1 (5K Run/walk, quilt auction).  Go to www.okoboji.org to find all 

the details. 

 

RIVERSIDE 5K AND QUILT DAY will be Saturday, August 1, 2026. 

“Join us for our biggest support event of the year! This is a full day of fun 

and fellowship as we raise funds for Camperships and celebrate what God is 

doing at Riverside.” There is more information at https://riversidelbc.org. 

 

CALENDAR 

7/29/26 3:00 PM Worship at Titonka Care Center 

8/02/26 9:00 AM Worship at St. John’s – noisy offering 

 

 

 

http://www.okoboji.org/
https://riversidelbc.org/

