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Today’s introduction:  
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 

the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long 

for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both 

weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from 

the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 

PRELUDE                      Anita Eden, Organist 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS    

  (Please stand as you are able) 

GATHERING SONG              “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”              LBW #234  

GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

Today’s responses: the “Season after Pentecost”            WOV p.46 

SCRIPTURE SONG  “Salvation belongs to our God…”          WOV p.47 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                    

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may 

be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

WORD 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 44:6-8 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to 

pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first, and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 86:11-17 
    11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

  and glorify your name forevermore.  

 13 For great is your love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks 

my life; 

  they have not set you before their eyes. 

 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 

 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 

shame; 

  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.   

HYMN      “Listen, God is Calling”    WOV # 712 

SECOND READING       Romans 8:12-25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which 

enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us 

unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of 

God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 

fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that 

very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 

then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that 

we may also be glorified with him. 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 

own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 

will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 

of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 

who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  “Word of life…”                WOV p. 48 

GOSPEL       Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s 

judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human 

history. 

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 

asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 

your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 

done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 

he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 

them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell 

the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 

the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one 

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed 

are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 

are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 

end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace 

of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON                         “Living with the weeds”              Pr. John Heille 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”          WOV # 713 (twice) 

(Please stand as you are able) 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD          WOV p. 49-50 

PEACE                  WOV p. 50 

PRAYER 

 

OFFERING    
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If you would like your cash offerings to be directed to a specific congregation, please 

use the respective envelope found in the pews. Offerings given as checks will be given 

to the church written on the check and may also be placed in an envelope if desired. 

(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY (the “Season after Pentecost”)  “Glory to you, God…”   WOV p. 50-51 

THE PRAYERS                                                                           WOV p. 51-52 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.                                                          

BLESSING            WOV p. 53 

DISMISSAL                WOV p. 53 

SENDING SONG                “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”                    LBW # 412                                                                                                              

POSTLUDE 
Portions from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019406.  

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

*About the Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  The seed in the 

story represents the word of God, which has life and potential. However, the seed can 

only grow and produce fruit in the good soil. The good soil represents a good heart that 

listens to God’s word carefully, accepts it wholeheartedly, and acts on it.  
Trinitychurcheindhoven.com 

PRAYERS 
We offer prayers of healing and comfort for those in our church families and commun-

ities who are ill, suffering, or coping with a loss. Included in our prayers: the family of 

Jean Gerdis, the family of Elsie Planz; Sheryl Hanna, Katie Steinle, Matt Crone, Erv 

Tegtmeyer, Doris Haugland, Rick Welsh, Mickie Hamilton, Jerry Harms, Lisa Tjaden, 

Avon Rurup; all active military, especially Brandon Bengtson and Seth Green; our folks 

in nursing homes; our Bishops Curry and Dalen; and all those impacted by wars, 

violence and natural disasters.  

**Welcome to everyone worshipping today: those attending in person, those 

attending the Care Center live-stream and those joining YouTube Iowa Lutherans. And a 

big Thank You to all those participating in worship services: organists, greeters, 

readers, ushers and Titonka Care Center live-streamers. 
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THIS WEEK at Parish 3: 

07/20/2026 7:00 PM Bible study @ The Barn – come at 6:30 if eating first 

07/22/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Summit House in Britt 

07/26/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope w/communion 

THIS WEEK at Good Hope: 

Mon., July 20  7:00 p.m. Bible Study at The Barn (earlier if you wish to eat) 

Tues., July 21  7:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

Wed., July 22  3:00 p.m. Worship at The Summit House 

Sun., July 26  9:00 a.m. Joint Summer Worship at Good Hope/Communion 
 
 

Looking a little further ahead: 

07/29/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Titonka Care Center 

08/02/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ St. John’s w/Pr. Mike Kroona – noisy offering 

08/02/2026-08/08/2026 Pastor John is on vacation 

08/09/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel w/communion 

08/09/2026 6:00 PM Youth Night @ Immanuel 

08/10/2026 7:00 PM Parish 3 council meeting @ St. John’s 

08/11/2026-08/15/2026 Pastor John is away at continuing education 

08/16/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope   
 

Pastor John’s office hours this week:   his contact info: _____   .   
Monday       9:30 AM – 12:30 PM  Immanuel office       cell phone: 507-399-3119 

Tuesday      9:30 AM – 12: 30 PM  St. John’s office        email: unlikelyj@icloud.com 

Wednesday  9:30 AM – 12:30 PM  Good Hope office 

**Wanted: volunteers to start the live-stream services on Sunday 

mornings at the Titonka Care Center. You don’t need to be a technology 

wizard – if you can use a TV remote control, you have the necessary 

skill.  Written instructions are available at the Care Center and current 

volunteers are happy to mentor you to get you started.  Contact the 

church office or any of the following with any questions you may have or 

to get started: 

David & Marsha Bergstrom  Greg Brandt  Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

Jim Post    Hilary Ziols  John Kurtzleben 

**Thank you for your recent gifts to the ELCA (World Hunger: God’s Global 

Barnyard). “ELCA World Hunger is this church’s ministry in the work to end hunger. We 

walk alongside our partners and companions in the United States and more than 65 

other countries, listening to our neighbors and communities to generate unique 

solutions to local challenges. Then, together, we work to break the cycle of hunger and 

poverty – for good.” 

**St. John’s church cleaning is scheduled for the week of August 17-21. Group 1 will 

clean the downstairs and Group 2 will clean the upstairs. There will be a cleaning list in 

each of the kitchens. Please mark off what you clean. 

mailto:unlikelyj@icloud.com
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**Lutheran World Relief school bags – everyone is invited to gather school supplies 

which will be put in school bags and shipped overseas for students who do not have 

access to these items. Please drop off the supplies at St. John’s by September 7. The 

items needed are:  

   12” ruler w/centimeters     blunt or safety scissors 

   4 spiral notebooks (wide- or college-ruled)  2” eraser  

   5 black or blue pens (no gel pens)   pencil sharpener  

   5 unsharpened #2 pencils w/erasers   24 count crayons    

   cash donations are also welcome (direct those to Phyllis Schutjer) 

**Ingham Okojoji’s 39th Annual camp fundraiser will be held Friday, July 31 (quilt 

preview, Scandinavian feast, Glenn Henrikson Concert)– Saturday, August 1 (5K 

Run/walk, quilt auction).  Go to www.okoboji.org to find all the details. 

** Riverside 5K & Quilt Day will be Saturday, August 1, 2026. “Join us for our 

biggest support event of the year! This is a full day of fun and fellowship as we raise 

funds for Camperships and celebrate what God is doing at Riverside. Enjoy the 5K 

walk/run, our beloved Quilt Auction (with a live auction at 11am), outdoor worship, 

swimming at the Riverside pool, and more! Come for the whole day or pop in for your 

favorite part. There’s something for everyone!” There is more information at 

https://riversidelbc.org. 

**A memorial service for Elsie Planz will be Saturday, September 5 at Immanuel. 

Cards for her family may be sent to: Rebekah Smith, Box 390, Joaquin, TX 75954.  

**Portals of Prayer daily devotional books (July-September 2026) are available on 

the back table.  Pick one up as you leave today. 

**PLEASE KEEP THE family of Jean Gerdis in your prayers. Jean passed away on 

Tuesday, July 14th in Algona. Her visitation will be held on Monday, July 20th at Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Algona from 10:00-11:00 a.m. at the church followed by her funeral 

at 11:00 a.m. Jean will be buried in the Buffalo Township Cemetery. 

 

http://www.okoboji.org/
https://riversidelbc.org/

