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Today’s introduction: 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also 

like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the 

earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. 

At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the 

world. 
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************* 

PRELUDE             Emogene Kurtzleben, Organist 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           

  (Please stand as you are able) 

GATHERING SONG           “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”          ELW # 533              

APOSTOLIC GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

KYRIE                 ELW p. 138 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “This is the feast…”          ELW p. 140 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                   
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 

and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. 

Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and 

by trees that clap their hands. 

    10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 12 For you shall go out in joy 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
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 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God.       

RESPONSIVE READING        Psalm 65:1-13 
     1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 

  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 

 2 To you, the one who answers prayer, 

  to you all flesh shall come. 

 3 Our sins are stronger than we are, 

  but you blot out our transgressions. 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 

  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 

      temple.  

 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 

  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 

 6 You make firm the mountains by your power; 

  you are girded about with might. 

 7 You still the roaring of the seas, 

  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous 

signs; 

  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  

 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;  

      you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

 10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 

  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  

     and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; 

  let them shout for joy and sing. 

SECOND READING       Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 

what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. 

The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the 

promise of resurrected life. 
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1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned 

sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason 

the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—

indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 

Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 

his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord.                Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          “Alleluia…”      ELW p. 142 

GOSPEL       Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  Glory to you, O Lord. 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a 

memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in 

those who hear. 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and 

the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But 

when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 

away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 

  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As 
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for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for 

what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON                          “Life in the Spirit”            Pr. John Heille 

HYMN OF THE DAY*         “God, Whose Farm is All Creation”     ELW # 734 

(Please stand as you are able) 

APOSTLES’ CREED          ELW p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.              

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONFESSION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

our holy name. Amen. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE                                                                                     

OFFERING      
If you would like your cash offerings to be given to a specific congregation, please pick 

up the respective envelope from the back table. Offerings given as checks will be 

given to the church written on the check and may also be placed in an envelope if 

desired.  

(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY              “Let the vineyards be fruitful”        ELW # 182 

OFFERTORY  PRAYER  
Let us pray. Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 

first given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                         ELW p. 144 

     PREFACE 

     SANCTUS   

     WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

     LORD’S PRAYER    ELW p. 145 

(Please be seated) 

We welcome anyone who comes to meet Jesus present in this meal in the bread and 

wine to join us as guests at the Lord’s Supper. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are 

available. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS            “Lamb of God”    ELW p. 146 

                                             “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”      ELW # 733 

                                             “Just As I Am”    ELW # 592 

(Please stand as you are able) 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING    
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.                                                                                        

SENDING SONG                “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”     ELW # 547 

POSTLUDE 
************* 

Portions from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019406. 

*About the Hymn of the Day: “God, Whose Farm Is All Creation” (#734) John Arlott 

created a hymn that transcends its moment and locates the whole enterprise in the 

creation of God and our gratitude for it. The first line is based on Psalm 24:1, “The 

earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” 
Copyright © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. 

PRAYERS 

We offer prayers of support, healing and comfort for those in our church families and 

communities who are ill, suffering, or coping with a loss.  Included are: Elsie Planz, 

Sheryl Hanna, Arliss Ullmann, Katie Steinle, Matt Crone, Erv Tegtmeyer, Doris 

Haugland, Rick Welsh, Mickie Hamilton, Jerry Harms, Lisa Tjaden, Avon Rurup; our 

folks in nursing homes; all active military, especially Brandon Bengtson and Seth 

Green; our Bishops Curry and Dalen; and all those impacted by wars, violence and 

natural disasters. 

**Welcome to everyone worshipping today: those attending in person, those 

attending the Care Center live-stream and anyone joining YouTube Iowa Lutherans.  

And a big Thank You to all those participating in worship services: organists, 

greeters, readers, communion preparers and servers, ushers, Care Center live-

streamers. 
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THIS WEEK at Parish 3:  

07/12/2026 – 07/16/2026 5:30 – 8:30 PM Community VBS @ Good Hope 

07/12/2026 5:30 PM Youth Night @ Good Hope (VBS) 

07/13/2026 7:00 PM Parish 3 council meeting @ Immanuel 

07/19/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel 

 

THIS WEEK at Good Hope:  

07/12/2026 – 07/16/2026 5:30-8:30 PM     Vacation Bible School @ Good Hope 

07/12/2026 5:30-8:30 PM-Youth Night (Help with VBS) 

07/19/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel 
 

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD:  

07/20/2026 7:00 PM Bible Study @ The Barn 

07/22/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Summit House in Britt 

07/26/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Good Hope w/communion 

07/29/2026 3:00 PM Worship @ Titonka Care Center 

08/02/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ St. John’s – noisy offering 

08/02/2026 – 08/08/2026 Pastor John’s vacation 

08/09/2026 9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel w/communion 

08/09/2026 6:00 PM Youth Night @ Immanuel – games 

08/10/2026 7:00 PM Parish 3 Council Meeting @ St. John’s 
 

**Wanted: volunteers to start the live-stream services on Sunday 

mornings at the Titonka Care Center. You don’t need to be a technology 

wizard – if you can use a TV remote control, you have the necessary 

skill.  Written instructions are available at the Care Center and current 

volunteers are happy to mentor you to get you started.  Contact the 

Parish 3 church office or any of the following with any questions you 

may have or to get started: 

David & Marsha Bergstrom  Greg Brandt  Gail & Kevin Hamilton 

Jim Post    Hilary Ziols  John Kurtzleben 

**Lutheran Men in Mission will be meeting this afternoon, July 12 at 2:00 PM at St. 

Mark Lutheran Church in Storm Lake. “We are continuing to look for ways to help 

families make the home the center for passing on the faith to our children. This will 

remain our focus. Although fathers provide a very crucial role, so do mothers and 

grandparents. We also realize that this is not just a problem for Lutherans but also for 

many other Christian homes.  

Thus we are not asking just men or fathers to help us in this effort but would welcome 

women and members of other Christian denominations to help.”  

For more information, contact Mark Juhl at mcmjuhl@gmail.com. 
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COMMUNITY WIDE VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 

SPONSORED BY GOOD HOPE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

ALL area kids are welcome to attend! 

 

RAINFOREST FALLS: Exploring the Nature of God will be held 

July 12– July 16 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. EVERYONE WELCOME! NO COST, but an  

offering will be taken at the program to help with expenses. Anyone who ages 3 year 

old Preschool -6th grade (Grade just completed) are welcome! Come join us to explore 

the True Nature of God through Games, Crafts, Science Experiments, and Stories. 

Questions?  Call or text Brenda Ricke: 515-928-7752 

Older kids and adult volunteers are needed! This is a great way for students to earn 

silver cord hours!   

____________________________________________________________ 

   

St. John’s Bible Camp 

18 children attended Bible Camp at 

St. John’s on Tuesday!  A day full of 

lessons, crafts, music, games and 

fun.   

“Thank-yous” go out to the following 

adults who made it possible: 

Pr. John Heille 

Pr. Laura Aase 

Phyllis Schutjer 

Aleysha Brandt 

Nancy Beenken 

Linda Smith 

Karen Squier 

Becky Crone 

Thanks also to the youth helpers 

(top row of the picture) and those 

who furnished food. 
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**Riverside 5K & Quilt Day will be Saturday, August 1, 2026. “Join us for our 

biggest support event of the year! This is a full day of fun and fellowship as we raise 

funds for Camperships and celebrate what God is doing at Riverside. Enjoy the 5K 

walk/run, our beloved Quilt Auction (with a live auction at 11am), outdoor worship, 

swimming at the Riverside pool, and more! Come for the whole day or pop in for your 

favorite part. There’s something for everyone!” There is more information at 

https://riversidelbc.org. 

**Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp: “We are thrilled to share that Lutheran Lakeside 

Bible Camp has an exciting number of children and youth registered for camp this 

summer! God is providing wonderful opportunities for spiritual growth, friendship, and 

life-changing experiences. Because of the large number of campers attending, the 

need for scholarship assistance is greater than usual. If you would like to help make 

camp possible for every camper, please consider making a donation to Lutheran 

Lakeside Camp Scholarship Fund by using this link: 

https://lutheranlakeside.campbraingiving.com.”  

**Portals of Prayer daily devotional books (July-September 2026) are available on 

the entrance table.  Pick one up as you leave today. 

https://riversidelbc.org/
https://lutheranlakeside.campbraingiving.com/

